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DPRK to Launch Application Satellite

Pyongyang, March 16 (KCNA) -- The DPRK is to launch a working
satellite, Kwangmyongsong-3, manufactured by itself with indigenous
technology to mark the 100th birth anniversary of President Kim Il Sung.

A spokesman for the Korean Committee for Space Technology said
this in a statement Friday.

After successfully launching two experimental satellites, DPRK
scientists and technicians have steadily conducted scientific researches to
develop and utilize working satellites indispensable for the country's
economic development in line with the government's policy for space
development and peaceful use.

Through the researches they have made a drastic progress in the
field of space science and technology and laid solid material and
technological foundations for working satellite launches and operation.

Kwangmyongsong-3, a polar-orbiting earth observation satellite, will
be blasted off southward from the Sohae Satellite Launching Station in
Cholsan County, North Phyongan Province between April 12 and 16, lifted
by carrier rocket Unha-3.

A safe flight orbit has been chosen so that carrier rocket debris to be
generated during the flight would not have any impact on neighboring
countries.

The DPRK will strictly abide by relevant international regulations and
usage concerning the launch of scientific and technological satellites for
peaceful purposes and ensure maximum transparency, thereby
contributing to promoting international trust and cooperation in the field of
space scientific researches and satellite launches.

The upcoming launch will greatly encourage the army and people of
the DPRK in the building of a thriving nation and will offer an important
occasion of putting the country's technology of space use for peaceful
purposes on a higher stage. -0-
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